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English Version

Just a single song leading movie-lovers to accept a movie to their bosoms.. a song becoming
much more popular that the movie itself.. these are very rare phenomena. This has been
achieved by the song “Vathukkale vellaripraavu...” from the movie ‘Sufiyum Sujathayum'. The
song gained 14 million viewers in the YouTube. There were also hundreds of cover versions of
the song.

We are at the same time surprised and glad to realise that one of our members has voiced this
song composed by M. Jayachandran. This musical genius is the Talented Banker this week.

Arjun B Krishna
State Bank of India
RASMECCC, Kazhakuttom

Music runs in the veins of this single son of Music teacher Sri. M. Baby and Veena exponent Smt.
P.K.Omana. We can imagine the ragas involved in the lullabies he listened to. Their love for
music made the couple shift to the land of the Anandapadmanabha along with their little son.

Since he did his schooling from Vellayambalam Christ Nagar school following ICSE syllabus, he
got very little opportunity to participate in competitions or stage programmes like other kids.
But even without him knowing, music got embedded in his throbbing heart.

He got his chance to perform as he joined the Pappanamcode SCT College of Engineering after
12th grade. He won first prizes for Carnatic music and Western music in the University level
youth festivals during those years. Still he loved stage programmes much more than the
competitions.

His arangetram was at the age of 12 under the tutelage of his parents. Since then, he received
numerous chances to conduct stage performances. He was an indispensable part of the
Anantapuri Tourism vaaraghosham and one such incident etched in his memory is being able to



sing on a stage just before the Tabala maestro Zakir Hussain’s performance during the Onam
festivities a few years ago. He still continues his music classes from the famous musician and
retired Principal of Swati Thirunal College of Music, Shri. Kumara Kerala Varma, and is also a B
High grade artist in the Aakasavani. The Assistant Professor at the Swati Thirunal college of
music and famous Mridangam artist, Shri. Mangad K.V.Pramod lovingly opines about the son of
his old classmates that there rarely would be a musician of his age with such deep knowledge
and approaches the subject so authoritatively.

Arjun, who won the 2006 Kairali Swaralaya Yesudas award and 2009 Amritha TV Ragaratnam
Junior award, gave a scintillating performance in the 2007 released Jayaraj movie
‘Anandabhairavi'. Arjun voiced 10 out of the 13 songs in the movie through which Sai Kumar
bagged the Kerala State Film Award.

Then he concentrated on his studies and stage programmes and has reappeared in the limelight
with an unbelievable comeback through the song composed by his all-time favourite music
director, M. Jayachandran. “Njavalpazhakkannimaykunne mailanjikkaadu...” the words
magicked by his voice twirl their roots deep into the hearts of a listener.. still.. every single time
you hear the song..

Arjun, who joined the State Bank of India as a probationary officer in January 2020 feels his
banking life in the land of Ananda would open up a variety of avenues for his musical journey
through stage shows and film songs.

He who reveres Dasettan like any singer, is so excited as he describes how Dasettan recognized
him among the thronging mob at Mookambika once. . and when he reveals how Vijay Yesudas
and other members of Dasettan’s family called him up to congratulate after hearing the song.

Abhilash Venkitachalam, our Talented Banker and Arjun's friend, says that it is surprising that
Arjun can sing a song perfectly, whenever he sings.. in whatever situation.. when casually asked
to sing, this talent would readily sing with the same clarity and perfection as a record. What
most people learn by practice is imbibed in Arjun’s genes. Another Talented Banker, Udupi
Srikanth chips in that Arjun has a talent that would make him create his own space in the world
of music.

Arjun who soothed our hearts through his sufi notes, enjoys his short banking career and
expects to keep up his official duties while being a known playback singer. We wish him all
success and may the almighty Maula get him closer to his ‘rooh' and dream.
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English version: Arya Gayathri , State Bank of India, Thiruvananthapuram Main Branch



